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WORDS BY EMMA FINAMORE 

 

 

Many Londoners can make a familiar journey – a daily commute, the route to 

friends and family, the way home from town - with their eyes closed. 
Sometimes people in this city get to work and can barely remember changing 
Tube lines; travel can become like muscle memory. 
One Catford-based photographer is taking the opposite approach though, by 
stopping and examining our Underground system, then celebrating its unique 
beauty in a series of striking images. Luke Agbaimoni has been working on 
his Tube Mapper photography project since 2016, but he's been taking shots 
of the city far longer than that. 
In the early 2000s, during lunch breaks on a job in Greenwich, which involved 
photographing products, he would walk around the docklands taking snaps 
with the camera from work. 
He entered one of the images into a local competition - a shot of a DLR train in 
the winter, snow on the tracks backed by a dramatic sunset – and he woo. The 
first prize was a quality camera. 
A self-described "hobbyist" – he also runs a poetry collective inspired by the 
character limitations of Twitter posts, among other pastimes – Luke began 
taking photos of London at night. "I was taking a snippet, a memory, of 
something we always look at but don't really register," he says. "A London 
that people don't normally stop to look at." 
As his life got busier with the arrival of his first child, he found he was less 
able to get out and shoot at night. But the one place he found himself all the 
time - with a similar vibe to his usual nightscapes, where people just pass 
through and (tourists aside) don't stop to take in detail or photos - was the 
London transport network; its stations, walkways, escalators and entrances. 
The resulting project is Tube Mapper, Luke's station images laid out on a 
website that references the iconic Tube map design by Harry Beck. Luke 
describes the venture as "attempting to capture beautiful, arty or interesting 
shots near or at every London Underground, Overground and DLR Station". 
He aims to photograph every single station in London, of which there are 
about 630. So far, he has made good progress. He's taken photos of an 
estimated 180 to 200 stations: the platforms, the train carriages, the 
escalators, the occasional passenger, even cats and pigeons. 
The series isn't really about people, but for Luke the network has a sort of life 
of its own, linked with those who use it every day. "The London 
Underground is like the heartbeat of the city," he says. "It's like the spinal 
cord of the town, and of a person every Londoner has a bit of it in them." 
When asked if he has a favourite image from the Tube Mapper series, he says 
it's not an easy question. "The short answer is that I don't really have one," he 
says. "My favourite shot is usually the one I took last, or that's in my head and 
I'm about to take. 
"But I'd say the most iconic pictures would be from the Waiting for Trains 
gallery. I'm proud of these as I created a series of photos that challenged me 
technically." 
This group of images within the Tube Mapper series started by accident while 
Luke was playing with shutter speeds. He slowly perfected a technique of 
capturing moving trains and static people, handheld. 

"The results surprised me," he says. "And I loved how the images conveyed 
the beauty of a fleeting moment in time that we can all relate to”. 

 

Of this series, it's two images - Mum & Daughter at Sloane 
Square and Sitting and Waiting at Liverpool Street - which Luke 
thinks stand out the most. 
Looking at them, it's easy to see what he means about being 
technically challenging: both feature crisp, stationary figures in 
focus in the foreground (we view them from the back, as they 
look expectantly at the platform), contrasted against the blurred 
white, red and blue of speeding Tube trains in the background. 
Not only is it impressive that Luke manages to capture both 
subjects at the same time but the effect is also unusual - they 
almost don't look real - and they give the viewer a true sense of 
the transient, time-standing-still nature of Underground 
stations. 
Luke says that in making this work he's learned a lot about the 
Underground and those who use it. "We all use these stations to 
navigate our lives, so it's no surprise that each station holds 
memories and feelings. 
"The Tube Mapper project captures snippets of these emotions, 
evoking recognition, making us stop and think about the 
surroundings we ignore during our commutes. 
"I've learned that Londoners don't actually mind talking on the 
Tube, and I've had many interesting conversations with people 
who've approached me when I'm photographing. I've met many 
inspirational people along the way, with great projects of their 
own."  
And Luke’s project has garnered plenty of attention, not just 
from locals in Lewisham, photographers. or train enthusiasts: in 
March this year the Evening Standard ran a piece on Tube 
Mapper, calling the images "incredible"; while BBC London 
News filmed a television interview with Luke, asking him about 
the project, what he's learned from it and his favourite stations. 
Luke's extremely familiar with the network he's photographing: 
he's a born and raised Londoner. Growing up in Surrey Quays, 
he then went to Camberwell to do a foundation in art, before 
studying graphic design at the University of East London. 
He moved to Catford about 10 years ago - "We just needed 
somewhere we could afford, it wasn't on the 'hit list' of places to 
move to like it is now,” he says - and is enthusiastic about the 
creative community that's started to flourish in this part of 
Lewisham. 
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Pictured clockwise from above: In the Spotlight at Baker Street; Luke Agbaimoni; Sitting and Waiting at Liverpool Street; Postman Pat and the Catford Cat 
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Take the Catford Arts Trail, for example: two weekends of events, open 
studios and houses of local creatives, as well as art displays in public 
spaces. Last year, more than 100 artists, designer-makers, photographers 
and aerosol painters took part. 
Not only has it presented Luke with an opportunity to show his work (Tube 
Mapper images and otherwise) in real life rather than online, it has also 
helped him connect with other local creatives 

"It's good because it showed me there's a community of artists here, who 
can come together," he says. This is set to continue in the area, with the 
team behind the Catford Arts Trail planning other ventures like group 
shows and a Catford Gallery. 
Community is a big part of life in Catford, according to Luke, as well as 
local people working together on creative endeavours, the Corbett Estate 
area, for example, fosters an old-fashioned, village-like community 
atmosphere. 
"There's an active Facebook group, they share and sell stuff, and help each 
other out," he says. "Let's say you needed something, you could post it on 
the Corbett Estate forum and pretty soon someone would reply saying, 'I've 
got it, come over to my house and collect it:" 
While he enjoys this aspect of life in his local area, Luke has some 
reservations about the changes it has seen in recent years. "Gentrification 
can sometimes bring up the area without bringing up all the people with it," 
he says. 
"Ultimately all areas of London will become the same, until a proper rent 
scheme is developed. Catford will just fill up with people, and then it'll be 
another area." 

 

This appreciation of all parts of London, not just the polished, shiny 
side, feeds into his work too. Luke likes to take photos of more "looked 
down-upon" sights in the city, including one famous local landmark: the 
Catford Cat. 
He laughs: "I've probably taken more pictures of that cat than anyone, 
ever. London's full of what I call 'lesser known landmarks', like the 
Elephant statue at Elephant and Castle, and the dinosaurs at Crystal 
Palace. 
"You have these landmarks that all locals know about but no one else 
does. At my Catford Arts Trail show I've got a whole separate section 
for the Catford Cat - people love it. They like supporting local artists and 
to have a piece of the neighbourhood like the Catford Cat." 
As for what is next for his Tube Mapper project, Luke has big ambitions. 
"It's funny - I know what I'm doing and I don't know what I'm doing," he 
muses. "A lot of these things end up being organic. It could be a 
gallery, it could be a book, or it could be both. 
"I'd love to do a book, but maybe by Tube line - the Bakerloo Line, the 
Piccadilly Line, the Jubilee Line . .. I would love to do a series of books; 
I think it would be really sweet." 
As we wrap up our conversation, Luke is off on another trip to shoot yet 
another station. One thing is for sure - it's definitely not the end of the 
line yet for this intrepid Catford artist. 
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